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disturbing peculiarities are far less the expression of his own
being than the reflection of the disturbing influences on the
side of his parents. If a physician has to deal with a nervous
disorder in a child of this age, he will achieve the desired
end only when he begins to treat the parents. In my book,
Studies in Word-Association, I have cited a number of
examples showing the extraordinary kinship existing in
psychological habitus of members of a family, amounting
in one case almost to identity. This is in fact an expression
of the primitive identity, from which the individual con-
sciousness frees itself only gradually. In -this battle for free-
dom the school plays no small role ; since it is the first milieu
the child finds outside the home. The school comrades take
the place of brothers and' sisters, the teacher, if a man, is
a substitute for the father, if a woman/ for the mother. It is
not unimportant that the teacher should be conscious of
this role. He must not be satisfied with a schematic pounding
of a certain programme of learning into the child; he must
influence him also through his personality. This latter
function is at least as important as the actual teaching, if
not more so in certain cases. If, on the one hand, it is a
misfortune for a child to have no parents, it is certainly
dangerous for his welfare, if, on the other hand, he be too
dosely bound to the family. A too strong attachment to
the parents is a severe handicap in his later adaptation to the
world; for a growing human being is destined for the world,
and not to remain forever the child of his parents. There
are unfortunately many parents who keep, their children
children, because they themselves do not wish to become old
and give up the parental authority and power. In this
way they exercise an extremely bad influence over the children,
since they take away from them every opportunity for
individual responsibility. These disastrous methods result
either in dependent personalities, or in men who can achieve
their independence only by furtive means. There are again
other parents, who on account of their own weaknesses are

